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Minutes of the Full Council meeting of Heybridge Basin Parish Council held on Tuesday 25th November 2025 at 06:30pm.
Venue: St George’s Community Room.

PRESENT

In the Chair:	M. Hobden			          		Absent:			0   
											 
Councillors:	M. Hodges                                                   	Apologies: 		1	                                               
		C. Swann
		J. Sjollema                                                                     	 	District Cllrs:		0
		S. Baker
		C. Edmond	    Public:			2

Officers:                G. Lake – Clerk

It was noted that this meeting was being recorded by the Clerk.

25/090	Chair’s Welcome
The Vice Chair opened the meeting and welcomed those present, chairing the meeting in the absence of the Chair

25/091	Apologies received from Cllr Bryson

25/092		To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with        section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
	Cllr Hobden – Non-Pecuniary – Basin Oars, River care Group and Heybridge Basin Sailing Association; Cllr Edmond – Non-Pecuniary – Essex Waterways; Cllr Swann – Non-Pecuniary – Daisy Meadow Car Park, Heybridge Basin Sailing Association, relative.

25/093	The minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 14th October 2025 were agreed and signed as a correct record.

25/094	The minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 22nd October 2025 were agreed and signed as a correct record.

25/095	The minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 21st November 2025 were agreed and signed as a correct record.

25/096	Reports 
a. A written report from District Councillors Spenceley and Swindle was received and circulated. 
b. The Clerk provided the following updates: 
· Dog Fouling – The Clerk contacted Maldon District Council regarding the dog fouling issues within the village. Maldon District Council advised that they do not have a Dog Warden; however, incidents of dog fouling can be reported via their website. Residents are encouraged to report issues so that information can be gathered to enable potential targeted patrols in the future.
· Christmas Hours - It was noted that the office will be closed from 1:30pm on 17th December 2025 and will reopen at 10:30am on 6th January 2026.

· Lloyds Bank – The Clerk reported that all mandates have now been received, and it is hoped that the account will be up and running within the next few weeks. The Clerk will be notified once the account has been opened.
· School Choir - It was noted that the school choir sang at the Remembrance event. 
Resolved: That a donation of £50 be made to the school as a token of thanks for the choir’s participation at the Remembrance event, and that the Clerk be requested to send a letter of thanks.

Cllr Sjollema arrived at 06:34pm

25/097	Finance.
a. To approve
i. Payment requests for October/November 2025 were approved.
ii. Receipts for October/November 2025 were approved.
b. To finalise the budget and discuss the precept for 2026/27 and agree any action to be taken. Resolved: That the precept for the 2026/27 financial year be set at £29,000, representing a 4.92% reduction from the 2025/26 financial year, following consideration of the Clerk/RFO’s advice regarding potential financial risks.

25/098	Public Forum 
The Chair of the Conservation Society informed members of a meeting which was hosted by the Society with developers regarding a potential planning application at Lock Hill, which was noted to be well attended.

25/099	Planning
a. To consider any planning applications received after the publication of the agenda and to agree the action to be taken.

25/00898/TCA – Rohan House, Basin Road – T1 – T3 Leylandii Trees – Fell
It was noted that this planning application had already been approved. 

25/00927/HOUSE – Windrush, 32 Basin Road – Demolition of existing garage to facilitate two storey side extension, single story front extension loft conversion and roof extension.
It was resolved to respond with no comments. 

25/100	Christmas Light Switch On
a. To finalise plans for the Christmas Light Switch on Event and agree any action to be taken. 
Resolved:
· That the Clerk finalise the event risk assessment.
· That Cllrs Hobden and Swann liaise with the appropriate parties regarding the PA system and Christmas lights.
· That the Clerk switch on the Christmas lights.
· That the Clerk be authorised to purchase 10 bottles of mulled wine, 100 mince pies, a tub of hot chocolate and paper cups, with a maximum total spend of £100, and that any leftover items be donated to the Soup and Dessert event.
· That the proposed itinerary is agreed.

25/101	Bus Shelter 
a. To review the terms and conditions for the Bus Shelter from Essex County Council and agree any action to be taken. 
Resolved:
· That the Clerk seek quotations for legal advice.
· That the Clerk check the Council’s insurance arrangements.
· That the Clerk ascertain ownership of the bus shelter.

25/102	Correspondence
2 members of the public left.

a. Correspondence received was noted and responses agreed.

25/103	Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they are instructed to withdraw.

There were no members of public.

25/104	Memorial Plaque Applications 
a. To review the received applications and agree any action to be taken. 
Resolved: That the three memorial plaque applications received were approved.

25/105	Personnel Matters
a. To receive a report from the Chair of the Personnel Committee.
A report was previously circulated and noted. 

25/106	Daisy Meadow Car Park (DMCP)
a. To receive an update from the Personnel Committee regarding the appointment of a self-employed gardener and agree any action to be taken. 
The Personnel Committee reported that three candidates were interviewed on Friday 21 November, using the same set of questions. It was unanimously agreed that the Committee would recommend the appointment of Emily Holloway as a self-employed gardener.
Resolved: That Council approve the Personnel Committee’s recommendation and that Emily Holloway commence work on Monday 1st December 2025.
b. To review and discuss the five Car Park Operator proposals and agree any action to be taken. Resolved: That, following review of the five Car Park Operator proposals, the Council agree in principle to remain with Smart Parking, subject to satisfactory terms and the completion of any required documentation.

Cllr Sjollema left the meeting at 08:18pm

There being no further business the meeting closed at 08:22pm
Provisional Date of the next Council Meeting Tuesday 15th January 2026


Clerk Contact details: clerk@heybridgebasinpc.org.uk
Website: www.heybridgebasin-pc.gov.uk
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